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ABSTRACT 
 
The aim of this paper is to present, for tourism, a very important visa policy, 
within the Schengen area, with a special focus on Switzerland and its decision to 
join the Schengen Agreement.The Schengen zone is made up of a group of 25 
European countries. The name of the group comes from an agreement signed in 
the Luxembourg cityof Schengen in 1985. All Member States of the European 
Union, with the exception of the United Kingdom and Ireland, are obliged to 
implement the Schengen Agreement. The three countries that are not members 
of the EU, Switzerland, Norway and Iceland have also implemented the 
Schengen rules. The Schengen zone now includes a population of over 450 
million people and the area of 4,312.099 square kilometers. The implementation 
of the Schengen rules includes the elimination of border crossings within the 
Schengen zone and strengthening of its external border.  
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Switzerland is a Central European country that occupies the highest area of the 
Alps, the Swiss plateau, and Switzerland Jura. The total area of the country is 
41,293 km2 with 6.86 million inhabitants (Marinoski et al., 2015).Natural 
heritage, diversity of people, language, religion and cultural influencearenational 
priorities in tourism development. 
Links between Switzerland and the European Union have been established on 
the basis of several bilateral agreements, on the basis of which Switzerland has 
adopted European standards in order to participate in the single EU market. 
The aim of the research is to indicate the importance of integrative processes 
within the Europe, through the presentation of the Schengen area and its 
corresponding visa policy, for the development of the tourism of the member 
states.In the process of research and adequate assessment of the significance of 
the Schengen Agreement for Tourism in Switzerland, it was previously 
necessary to select research procedures in accordance with the research 
objective.Research can be directed to different sources of data. Primary data 
sources include data from historical documents, statistical data, as well as field 
research, while secondary data sources represent published works in which data 
from primary sources are processed (Janićijević, 2010). In the interest of the 
topic of this paper, both sources of data will be used, and the research of 
available data on the Internet has been of particular importance. The research 
was conducted in the first quarter of 2018.  
  

MEMBERSHIP AND EXPANSION OF THE SCHENGEN ZONE 
 
The Schengen Zone is made up of a group of 25 European countries that have 
abolished all border controls between themselves. The name of the group 
originates from an agreement signed in the Luxembourg city of Schengen in 
1985. The agreement was later incorporated in the European Union legislation. 
All Member States of the European Union, with the exception of the United 
Kingdom and Ireland, are obliged to implement the Schengen Agreement. All 
countries except Croatia, Bulgaria, Romania and Cyprus have done so up to 
date. The three countries that are not members of the Union, Switzerland, 
Norway and Iceland have also implemented the Schengen rules. The Schengen 
zone now includes a population of over 450 million people and an area of 
4,312,099 square kilometers. 



125 
 

The implementation of the Schengen rules includes the elimination of border 
crossings within the States Parties and, at the same time, the strengthening of the 
external border of the Schengen area. The rules include joint police and judicial 
cooperation, as well as the introduction of a unique Schengen visa for travel and 
stay within a single area.Prior to joining the Schengen zone, states must 
strengthen their borders with states outside the zone in order to preserve security 
and integrity within the zone. Cyprus, which joined the EU in 2004, did not meet 
the necessary criteria and demanded a delay, while Romania and Bulgaria, the 
joined union in 2007, still raise quality of their external borders to the required 
standard.The latest state is Switzerland, which joined the zone on 12 December 
2008.  
The first Schengen Agreement (Schengen I) was signed on June 14, 1985 by five 
countries of the European Community: France, West Germany, the Netherlands, 
Belgium and Luxembourg. Convention for the implementation of the Schengen 
Agreementwas signed on June 19, 1990 which led to conducting it in 
practice.However, the signatory states needed time until March 26, 1995. 
forimplementationof the agreement. Since then, Portugal and Spain also signed 
an agreement, and the Federal Republic of Germany absorbed the East 
Germany.The following signatories are Italy and Greece, which are annexed in 
1997 and 2000 respectively. Other signatory countries delayed the 
implementation of the agreement. Austria signed in 1995 and implemented two 
years later.  
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Picture 1. Schengen treaty countries 
Source:http://www.polgeonow.com/2016/03/what-is-schengen-list-countries-map.html 

The Nordic countries signed in 1995 and implemented the agreement in 2001. 
They previously had a common "security zone", which is why Norway and 
Iceland are part of the Schengen zone, although they are not part of the EU. 
Also, the unwanted costs of police forces at the borders that Norway has with 
Sweden and Denmark are also avoided. 
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Table 1.Time of implementation of the Schengen Agreement 

Country  Area in 
km2 

Signing 
date 

Implementatio
n date 

Status 

Austria 83.871 28.04.1995. 1.12.1997. completed 
Belgium 30.528 14.06.1985. 26.03.1995. completed 
Bulgaria 110.912 1. 01.2007. / unfinished 
Cyprus 9.251 1.05.2004. / unfinished 
Czech Rep. 78.866 1.05.2004. 21.12.2007. completed 
Denmark 43.094 19.12.1996. 25.03.2001. completed 
Estonia 45.226 1.05.2004. 21.12.2007. completed 
Finland 338.145 19.12.1996. 25.03.2001. completed 
France 674.843 14.06.1985. 26.03.1995.  completed 
Germany 357.050 14.06.1985. 26.03.1995. completed 
Greece 131.990 6.11.1992. 26.03.2000. completed 
Hungary 93.030 1.03.2004. 21.12.2007. completed 
Iceland 103.000 19.12.1996. 25.03.2001. completed 
Ireland 70.273 16.06.2000. 1.04.2002. opt-out 
Italy 301.318 27.11. 1990. 26.10.1997. completed 
Latvia 64.589 1.05.2004. 21.12.2007. completed 
Liechtenstein 160 28.02.2008. / unfinished 
Lithuania 65.303 1.05.2004. 21.12.2007. completed 
Luxembourg 2.586 14.06.1985. 26.03.1995. completed 
Malta 316 1.05.2004. 21.12.2007. completed 
Netherlands 41.526 14.06.1985. 26.03.1995. completed 
Norway  385.155 19.12.1996. 25.03.2001. completed 
Poland 312.683 1.05.2004. 21.12.2007. completed 
Portugal 92.391 25.06.1992. 26.03.1995. completed 
Romania 238.391 1.01.2007. / unfinished 
Slovakia 49.037 1.05.2004. 21.12.2007. completed 
Slovenia 20.273 1.05.2004. 21.12.2007. completed 
Spain 506.030 25.06.1992. 26.03.1995. completed 
Sweden 449.964 19.12.1996. 25.03.2001. completed 
Switzerland 41.285 26.10.2004. 12.12.2008.  completed 
United 
Kingdom 

244.820 20.05.1999. 2.06.2000.  opt-out 

Source: The Schengen Area (PDF). European Commission. 12 December 2008. 
doi:10.2758/45874. ISBN 978-92-79-15835-3.Retrieved 13 April 2013. 
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Prior to full implementation of the Schengen laws, each new state had to be 
prepared in four fields: air borders, visas, police cooperation and protection of 
personal data.Evaluation of adopted standards in these areas is checked by 
European Union experts which are sent to the assessment mission in the 
institutions and state administrations responsible for the implementation of these 
standards. 

 
 
 

SWISS REFERENDUM AND ACCESSION OF THE SCHENGEN ZONE 
 
On 5 June 2005, a referendum was held in Switzerland. Citizens were called to 
the polls to answer the question: "Do you agree that Switzerland signs the 
Schengen Agreement and becomes part of the Schengen zone"?The answer to 
the referendum question was positive. The turnout was 55.9% of the voters who 
voted, which is about 10% more than the average outburst in the Swiss 
referendum. 
 
Background of the relationship of Switzerland and European Union 
In the 1992 referendum, Swiss voters rejected membership of the European 
Economic Area, which was seen as a 'stumbling block' for the accession of 
Switzerland to the European Union.Public opinion surveys persistently showed 
that the Swiss do not want to join the European Union, which proved to be a 
genuine referendum in 2001 when over 75% of Swiss voted against EU 
membership. 
The traditional Swiss policy of non-accession to international integration has 
also been shown on the United Nations case, since Switzerland became part of 
this interplanetary organization in 2002.Business and political leaders of 
Switzerland, however, were very concerned that, by not joining the European 
Union, Switzerland would be isolated, and the Swiss government began to 
conclude a series of bilateral agreements with the EU.The European Union 
obligated Switzerland to accede to the Schengen Agreement if the country 
wishes that other areas of their mutual relations, such as trade relations, may be 
continued. 
In the referendum, the Swiss were asked to decide whether Switzerland should 
be part of the Schengen Agreement. If they decide that Switzerland should take 
part in this Agreement, it will have to open its borders and abolish all systematic 
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identity checks on its borders starting in 2007.Switzerland would then become 
part of the passportfree zone, however customs control would continue to exist 
as Switzerland is not part of the European Union.The agreement would also 
mean that Switzerland and the EU would share information on crime and asylum 
claims. The agreement would allow Switzerland to reject any asylum application 
that had already been rejected by some of the Schengen countries. The Swiss 
government has estimated that this will reduce applications by about 20%. 
 
 
Referendum campaign 
In 2003, the Swiss government and the Swiss parliament voted to join the 
Schengen agreement, but the Swiss People's Party has collected 86,000 
signatures in order to hold a referendum on this issue. 
The Swiss government has presented the agreement as a security issue of the 
country, which has nothing to do with the European Union. They insisted that 
Switzerland was completely surrounded by the European Union and that security 
problems could not be resolved by itself. 
Opponents of this agreement, including the "independent and neutral 
Switzerland campaign" and the Swiss People's Party, have focused their 
campaign on the Swiss fears of a wave of immigrants.They also argued that by 
signing such an agreement the Swiss government would lead the country closer 
to membership in the European Union, and that this agreement would give too 
much power to the bureaucrats in Brussels. 
Opinion surveys before the vote showed that around 55% of Swiss were for, and 
35% against the agreement, while the rest were undefined.As the referendum 
approached research showed that support for the agreement was falling, which 
was also associated with the rejection of the "European Constitution" in 
referendums in France and the Netherlands, which was in favor of opponents of 
the agreement in Switzerland. 
 
The result 
The result of the referendum showed that around 1,470,000 Swiss people 
supported the Schengen Agreement, which accounted for 55% of voters.The 
Swiss who live abroad overwhelmingly went to the polls and supported the 
agreement, while in the east of the country, the German-speaking majority was 
against, in the west, the French-speaking majority of voters support the 
Schengen Agreement.The Swiss president and government welcomed the results 
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and pledged not to ignore the views of the opponents of the agreement.The 
European Commission also welcomed the outcome of the referendum, calling it 
"an important step" in the relations between the Swiss and the European Union. 
 

TOURISM – AN IMPORTANT SECTOR OF THE SWISS ECONOMY  
 
In Switzerland, a county traditioanlly associated with tourism and holidays, 
tourism plays an important role in the national economy. After the metal and 
engineering industries and the chemical industry, tourism is the third most 
important branch of exports. The foreign exchange surplus derived from tourism 
plays a viral role in offsetting Switzerland’s passive balance of trade (Wachter 
et. al., 1994). Tourism has multidirectionally stimulated the socio-
economic developmentof Switzerland for many years through: increasing 
foreign excange receipts; generating added value; creating new jobs and 
slowing depopulation of mountain areas; modernizing tourist 
infrastructure, etc.On the global scale, Switzerland is ranked among the 
top twenty countries receiving the highest revenues from incoming 
tourism.As far as the share of tourism in Switzerland‘s GDP is concerned, 
it is estimated at the level of 2.7% (UNWTO, 2014). 
The condition of tourism in Switzerland largely depends on tendencies 
in foreign incoming tourism. According to researchers analyzing the 
Swisstourism market, the end of the 1980s marks the beginning of the 
periodof maturityof the Swiss tourism product, especially Alpine 
tourism.The crisis recorded in Swiss incoming tourism in the 1990s 
resulted in the need for a greater intervention of the state in the 
development of thissector. The activities of the Swiss National Tourism 
organization were modified in the first place with the use of legislative 
initiatives, transforming thisinstitution into Switzerland Tourism by 
federal law. This organization was given new competences.Apart from 
promoting Switzerland abroad, it also became a platform for 
cooperationbetween Swiss tourism regionsand stakeholders, 
strengtheninginterregional cooperation (Klimek, 2014). 
 

 
Graph 1. Switzerland Tourist Arrivals,1996-2018 



 

Source
 
At the international level, Switzerland has also adapted to new market trends in 
order to preserve the competitiveness of its tourism.
process, such as the Schengen Agreement, was done with the aim of improving 
the position of Switzerland in international tourism relations.Based on the data 
presented in Graph 1, we can notice that the trend of international tourist arrivals 
in Switzerland was positive, especially after the country entered the Schengen 
area.The abolition of border controls and the freedom of movement of tourists 
between Switzerland and its neighbors will in the long run contribute to the 
preservation of the competitiveness 
 

Although a traditionally neutral country, Switzerland, in the case of the 
Schengen Agreement, 
"annulled" its neutrality in anticipating the positive effects 
Schengen area. 
Following the development of events and tourist traffic in other member states, 
it can be concluded that the Schengen Agreement had several positive impacts in 
terms of tourism development, although at the beginning of t
in each country there was a fear of the domicile population from the waves of 
immigrants and the rise of criminality, which did not happened
With the introduction of this new border system, the only "surge" wave of the 
population was in fact a tourist wave, as 

Source: Swiss Federal Statistical Office. 

At the international level, Switzerland has also adapted to new market trends in 
order to preserve the competitiveness of its tourism.Accession to an integrative 
process, such as the Schengen Agreement, was done with the aim of improving 
the position of Switzerland in international tourism relations.Based on the data 
presented in Graph 1, we can notice that the trend of international tourist arrivals 

was positive, especially after the country entered the Schengen 
The abolition of border controls and the freedom of movement of tourists 

between Switzerland and its neighbors will in the long run contribute to the 
preservation of the competitiveness of Swiss tourist destinations. 

CONCLUSION 
 

Although a traditionally neutral country, Switzerland, in the case of the 
Schengen Agreement, nevertheless decided on such integration process that 
"annulled" its neutrality in anticipating the positive effects of membership in the 

Following the development of events and tourist traffic in other member states, 
it can be concluded that the Schengen Agreement had several positive impacts in 
terms of tourism development, although at the beginning of the implementation, 
in each country there was a fear of the domicile population from the waves of 
immigrants and the rise of criminality, which did not happened at the time. 
With the introduction of this new border system, the only "surge" wave of the 

lation was in fact a tourist wave, as the tourists with valid Schengen visas 
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could travel throughout the Schengen area without additional procedures for 
each country. So facilitated movement and unique border system, favorably 
increase the interest in destinations in the Schengen zone. 
The main tourist season in Switzerland is the winter skiing season in the Alps, 
and the impact of the borderless Schengen area will be most noticeable on the 
number of skiers who now freely use the Swiss Alps tracks, finally without any 
procedures and stopping for border formalities. 
Switzerland will continue to foster intensive co-operation with the EU, but 
without the obligation of accession to the EU, since the citizens have already 
opposed twice in a referendum. 
Accession to the Schengen Agreement has proven to be a positive move by the 
Swiss government and Swiss citizens, as there are positive trends in Swiss 
tourism.  
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