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Abstract 
 

In this paper we have presented the famous tourist destinations in Prizren, we 
have described why they are important and why they should be visited by 
tourists. At the beginning we presented the general data and characteristics of 
the city of Prizren, and then all other material and non-material values of this 
city. At the end we included a short analysis of our findings. The basic 
hypothesis of this paper is that the wealth of the city of Prizren plays an 
important role in the development of tourism and thus affects the 
competitiveness of the country as a tourist destination. 
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Introduction 

Prizren is the main cultural and historical center of the Republic of Kosovo. 
According to the Tourism Directory, more than 80 percent of visitors in the city 
of Prizren can be considered culturally motivated tourists who are traveling 
specifically to visit cultural attractions or are on a culturally motivated holiday. 
Also, the city of Prizren belongs to rare number of cities that represent health, 
history, multiculturality and multinationality. The particularity of the city of 
Prizren is reflected in the fact that it inhabits are members of many different 
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national communities: Albanians, Bosniaks, Turks, Serbs, Gorans,  Roma, 
Ashkali, Egyptians and others, and because of this multinationality, the city has 
received the epithet of Kosovo. The most common religions between these 
ethnic groups are Islam and Christanity. Each of these communities has its own 
cultural and historical monuments and a long tradition of coexistence and 
religious tolerance which Prizren has become famous for. In addition to cultural 
and historical monuments, Prizren is also adorned with natural beauties such as 
the Bistrica and Sar Mountains as well as the Oshljak Mountain which is part of 
the National Park Šar. 

Geographical Position of the City of Prizren 

The city of Prizren is located in the south of Kosovo, covering an area of 640 
km2 and representing 5.95% of the territory of Kosovo. It sits at an altitude of 
412 to 500 m, it is surrounded by the Sharr Mountain range, whose highest peak 
is 2,748m above sea level. It borders the Republic of Albania in the West, the 
Republic of Macedonia in the South, Djakovica in the North-West, Orahovac in 
the North, Suhareka on the North-East, Strpce in the East and Dragash in the 
South. The municipality of Prizren, which includes 74 villages as well as the 
main city, has about 180,000 inhabitants and has a mixed population structure 
consisting of 90% Albanians and 10% other ethnic communities such as: 
Bosniaks, Turks, Roma, Ashkali, Egyptians, Serbs and others. Prizren has a 
medium continental climate with the influence of the Mediterranean climate. 

 

History of the City 

Prizren is mentioned in historical sources for the first time in the 11th Century, 
in the charter of the Byzantine Emperor Vasilij II (1018-1019), which was given 
to the Archdiocese of Ohird and the Priestly Episcopate. The second time it was 
mentioned was in 1072, when Constantine Bodin proclaimed that the members 
of the Serbian nobility who rebelled against the emperor in Prizren had been 
under the authority of the Macedonian emperor from 983 to 1018.It is unknown 
whether it was one of the fortifications in the province of Dardania or it was 
restored after the earthquake in Skopje. The Byzantines mentioned it under the 
name PRIZDRIJAN, PRIZDRIJANA. From ancient times, when it was known 
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by the name Theranda, this region was inhabited by an Illyrian population called 
the Dardans. This data was established after an archaeological excavation near 
the Drilon River (Beli Drim), when several Illyrian mounds, weapons, 
ornaments and various dishes of Illyrian origin were discovered. 

In the 11th Century Prizren was known as an important center of civilization. In 
1019 it became the seat of the Emperor of the Byzantine Empire. During the 
reign of the Serbs (12-14th century), Slavic peoples moved to these areas. In 
1455 when the invasion of Prizren by the Ottoman Empire was carried out, 
Prizren again became a strong economic, cultural and administrative center. The 
Ottoman Empire built and left many religious and cultural objects in the 
settlement, such as: bridges, mosques, hamams and streets covered with 
cobblestones. Thanks to this, as well as the cultural infrastructure which seeks to 
preserve the city’s material and cultural heritage, the development of tourism in 
the city of Prizren is projected to be a very profitable economic activity. 

Cultural Heritage 

Cultural heritage both material and intangible is the commonwealth of mankind 
in its diversity, and the protection of cultural heritage is one of the important 
conditions for recognizing, defining and affirming cultural identity. Cultural 
heritage consists of movable and immovable cultural goods, from artistic, 
historical, paleontological, archaeological, anthropological and scientific 
significance.  

Material Heritage of the City of Prizren 

The material heritage of the city of Prizren includes numerous cultural and 
historical monuments. Among other things, we will mention the following: 
mosques, the Shadrvan, Prizren fountains, the Bistrica River, Orthodox 
Churches, Catholic Churches, Tekrika Rukhaji Tekki, the bridges on Bistrica 
River, the fortress of the city of Prizren - Kalaya, hamam "Gazi Mehmed Pasha" 
archaeological museums, the Albanian League complex, the Marash promenade, 
hydroelectric power plants, the girls' fortresses, monasteries, and other tourist 
sites. All of these monuments make Prizren a special city, a city with a colorful 
variety of cultures. With a traditional culture that keeps the style of past 
centuries, Prizren has become the most beautiful and most visited city of 
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Kosovo. An old proverb reads: "Whoever drinks water from the Shadrvan 
fountain will find it difficult to get away from Prizren." As old historians wrote: 
"Every stone of Prizren is a special history." In poetry poets have pointed out: 
"Prizren is the city of summer, songs and love." In this paper, we will mention 
cultural monuments that are attractive to tourists who are staying in the city of 
Prizren. 

Mosques 

The city of Prizren has a large number of mosques. The famous mosques are: 
"Sinan Pasha Mosque," "Gazi Mehmed Pasha Mosque (Bajrakli)," 
"Namazdzhah-Muzalah (Kerek Mosque)," "Emin Pasha Mosque," "Sozhi 
Celebija," "Saraca," "Kasem Beg," " Sejdi Beg," "Beg Zad mosque" and many 
others. There are a total of 37 mosques in the city itself. Mosques which every 
tourist should visit include: the Sinan Pasha Mosque and the Gazi Mehmed 
Pasha (Bajrakli) Mosque. 

Sinan Pasha's Mosque - In the middle of the city on the left side of the Bistrica 
River is Sinan Pasha's mosque. This mosque was completed in 1615 and, by its 
architecture, represents the jewel of Islamic religious art. The width of the dome 
is 14.50m, and it is one of the largest monuments of oriental architecture in our 
country. The minaret of the mosque is 42m tall. Its attractive position has made 
this mosque a common object of research. Based on the archaeological 
excavations carried out on its front part, it is clear that the staircase of the 
mosque extends all the way to the Bistrica River. This mosque is of special 
importance and is considered to be one of the most beautiful buildings, which 
makes it very attractive for tourists. The inner part of the mosque has many 
virtuosic drawings that are enriched with vibrant colors, and the arabesque on 
the timepieces of the window, dome, throat and other parts of the interior of the 
mosque give it a special beauty, which words cannot describe.  
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  Photo 1: Sinan Pasha mosque                                

  Photo 2: Sinan Pasha mosque                                        

The Gazi Mehmed Pasha Mosque (Bajrakli) - This mosque was built in 1573 
by Gazi Mehmed Pasha during the Ottoman rule, until 1947. Next to the mosque 
there was a medresa (a secondary and high school, where students studied 
sciences such as philosophy, astronomy, mathematics, geography and history). 
The mosque has its own library with more than 2,000 books, including the oldest 
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Quran from 1312. In the interior of the mosque there are decorative drawings 
and many paintings. On the upper dome there are four stylized twigs and 
decorative strips. This mosque is one of the largest monuments of the oriental 
architecture of the city of Prizren. The minaret of this mosque is 42m high. 

 

Namazdžah-Muzala (The Kerek Mosque) - which means "Broken Mosque" or 
"Musala" (open shrine) when translated, is considered to be the first Ottoman 
constructed monument in Prizren. This building was built quickly after the 
occupation of Prizren by the defense of the Ottoman army, June 21, 1445. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                        
Photo 3: Bajrakli     

Orthodox Churches 

There’s a large number of churches in the city of Prizren, which were used for 
religious services. We will mention some of the most famous ones: the church of 
St. George, the church of St. Savior and the church of St. Peter.                                                                                                                

The Church of "St. George" is the first Orthodox church built by a special 
Ferman of the Sultan. The works in this church were completed in 1887, while 
the bell was hoisted in 1903. The church is enriched with icons and is still used 
for religious services. 
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 Photo 4: Church St.George                                  

 Photo 5: Church St. George 

The Church "Sveti Spas"(St. Savior) lies on the outskirts of the city of 
Prizren. The church is mentioned in the charter of Emperor Dusan from 1348. 
The exact date of the church's construction is not known, but it is thought to 
have originated in the time between 1307-1348. The church has one right four-
cornered kibe and it was built of hard material with bricks and cut stone. 
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Photo 6: Church Sveti Spas                                                 

Photo 7: Church Sveti Spas 

The "Good Friday" Church (Ljeviška) Long before the arrival of the Slavs in 
Prizren, this church served as the sanctuary of its citizens, the Dardana. This 
pagan shrine was dedicated to the Illyrian god Prem, (the god of fertility). Later, 
the Christian-Slavic Orthodox Church took over the church on "Good Friday." 
In the second half of the 18th Century, when Prizren was occupied by the 
Ottomans, the church was converted into a mosque (1756). Minarets were added 
to it and it was renamed "Jami Petak." Later it changed hands again, the minarets 
were removed, the church bell was put back in place and it was renamed "Good 
Friday” 
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Photo 8: Levishka 

The Catholic Church of St. Mary 

The Catholic Church was built by Archbishop Dario Buciareli in 1870. The 
church has several entrances, the main entrance in the West, another in the 
North, and one on the south side. The church was mostly constructed with bigar 
stone, which is surrounded by an external fasade on the outside walls and bell 
towers, while the rest of the wall is covered with different types of stone. The 
walls were omalterized and then decorated with painted decorations. In 1975, a 
new floor was laid out of marble slabs and the pillars were covered. Later some 
of the worn out roof tiles were replaced.2 Inside the church are the paintings by 
Djerd Kastriot Skenderbeg, the head of the Albanian principality and paintings 
by Janos de Huniadi, the Governor and Chief Commander of Hungary. 

                                                           
2Dr. Serafin S. Nikolić,Prizren od savremenog veka do srednjeg doba, Prizren, 1998. 
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 Photo 9: St. Mary 

Photo 10: St. Mary 

Shadrvan 

Shadrvan is the core of the ancient city, otherwise known as Merzhan's charms. 
The fountains of Shadrvan flow with clear drinking water and old cobblestones 
cover the square. Shadrvan is positioned in front of a stone bridge on one side, 
with a tall fortress on the top on the other. With Sinan Pasha's mosque on one 
side and the church of St. George on the other, Shadrvan has become one of the 
specialties of the city Prizren and is very attractive for tourists, as it symbolizes 
the religious tolerance which was left as a testament to Prizren’s ancestors. 
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Shadrvan is the heart of the city. It includes a place for youth meetings and an 
arena for intercultural, cultural and entertainment events which take place almost 
every day, including on local and national holidays. This makes it a popular site 
for both citizens and tourists. 

 

 

  

Photo 11: Shadrvan 

Photo 12: Shadrvan 

The Fountains of Prizren 

Prizren is surrounded by high mountains which are streaming with clean and 
cold water. Each Prizren street has its own fountain, where passers-by are able to 
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refresh themselves. In 1874 there were 150 fountains in Prizren.3 Most of the 
fountains were built during the Turkish rule, because the cult of respect for water 
developed by the Muslim population, which is required to wash with water 
(abdest) before carrying out religious and rites. These rites take place five times 
a day (spread). Some of the most famous fountains in the city of Prizren include: 
the “Bimbash” fountain, "The Six Fountains," "Topokli," "The Fountain in 
Shadrvan," the "Beledija" fountain, the "Sinan Pasha mosque" fountain and 
others. 

 

Photo 13: Shadrvan 

Photo 14: Topokli                              

Photo 15: Sinan Pasha 

The River Bistrica 

Prizren is the richest city in Kosovo. From ancient times, water was supplied in 
two ways: pure spring water and water from the Bistrica. The Bistrica River is 
now considered to be a natural reservoir and is characterized by special 
biological, geomorphological, hydrological and visual values. What is especially 
tempting for tourists and what gives the beauty of the city of Prizren is that the 
Bistrica river flows through the city center and divides the city into two parts. 

                                                           
3Branislav S. Kojić, Stari balkanski gradovi, varoši i varošice, Beograd, 1976.str.44 
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Photo 16: River Bistrica                                                

 Photo 17: River Bistrica 

The Fortress of Kalaya 

The oldest part of Prizren is its fortress Kalaya. It is located above the city on a 
high river terrace, which dominates the entire gorge of Prizren Bistrica as well as 
the Prizren valley. The Turks found this fortress, but before the arrival of the 
Turks, it was used to reprotect the population from enemy attacks.4The fortress 
is considered to be one of the most significant and capitalist cultural and 
historical monuments of Prizren. Its geostrategic position made it the perfect 

                                                           
4Dr.Esad Haskuka, Historijsko-geografska аnaliza urbanih funkcija Prizrena, Đakovica, 
1985. 
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location to have as a military fort, which was active until 1912. There was also a 
mosque with 40 stairs that used to descend all the way down to the Bistrica. The 
fortress, which is erected on the dominant high mountain, stands magnificent as 
a crown over the city and as an eyebrow of the town with its stone terrace at a 
height of 120m from the river Bistrica. This makes it a very attractive site for 
tourists.. Over the centuries, the fortress has changed hands and has been 
demolished and rebuilt, but it continues to preserve its secrets within its 
walls.The road which leads to the fort starts in the city center and only takes a 
few minutes to walk up. From the height of the fort, you can see a fantastic 
panorama of the whole city.5 

                               

                

Photo 18: Fortress Kalaya 

Photo 19: Kalaya 

 

                                                           
5Tourist Guide, Prizren, 2012. 
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The Gazi Mehmed Pasha Hamam 

The Gazi Mehmed Pasha Hamam is among the greatest achievements of 
Ottoman architecture, not only in Prizren, but also in the whole of former 
Yugoslavia. It’s still uncertain exactly when it was built, but it is believed that it 
was built before Gazi Mehmed Pasha's mosque. From a record found on a stone 
slab, a major renovation was carried out in 1833 by the mutesarif of Prizren 
sandbag Mehmed Pasha and his brother Emin Pasha Rotul. The hamam has two 
parts; one half served women and the other, men. It was built of alternating stone 
and brick layers, and was covered by a keramide. In 1979, a lead cap was used 
to replace the keramide. After World War II, the city's dairy was located there, 
now there is an ethnological museum, and occasionally various exhibitions are 
held on the premises.6 

 

 

Photo 20: Hamam                                                

Photo 21: Hamam 

                                                           
6Dr.Esad Haskuka, Historijsko-geografska аnaliza urbanih funkcija Prizrena, Đakovica, 
1985. 
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The Albanian League Complex 

The Prizren League was found on June 10, 1878 by Albanian patriots who 
worked for the independence of the Albanian people. 300 delegates, led by 
Abdul Fraseri, took part in the first meeting. The aim was to fight for Albanian 
autonomy and the unification of all Albanians into a large Albanian vilayet.7 
Today the Prizren League serves as a museum, where many photographs, 
weapons, tools are preserved. 

 

Photo 22: The Albanian League            Photo 23: The AlbanianLeague 

Intangible Cultural Heritage 

The city of Prizren has rich cultural heritage, and it is famous not only in 
Kosovo but throughout the entire region. Since the city is known for being 
multicultural, it has folklore and various manifestations from many different 
communities. Amongst other things, we will highlight the following: 

"Zambaku i Prizrenit" - The festival of old-age songs was found in 1986 by 
the cultural institutions of Kosovo. It is the only cultural festival that fosters an 
urban music genre, as well as ballads, serenades and chansons.8 

                                                           
7Salajdin Krasniqi, Udhetimi neper kohe, Prizren, 2002. 
8Tourist Guide, Prizren, 2012. 
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Photo 24: Festival                                                 

 Photo 25: Zambaku i Prizrenit 

"40 Bunar Fest" - River Bistrica in Prizren is the location of a number of 
competitions. Regardless of the danger, the tradition of floating down the water 
in innertubes takes place every year. This competition is held in the first week of 
July. 
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 Photo 26: Bunar fest                                                     

 Photo 27: Bunar fest 

"Old Timer Fest" - A few years ago, a club for old car fanatics was created. 
The club holds a festival every year beside the Bistrica River on the promenade 
of the city and now has more than 30 members with over 32 cars. 
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 Photo 28: Old timer fest                                                

  Photo 29: Old timer fest 

"Doku fest" - is the biggest film festival in Kosovo, and in recent years it has 
been prominent as one of the most important festivals for documentary films in 
the entire region. It is held every year in August and it gathers a large number of 
tourists around the world. These manifestations are a true tourist attraction and 
are one of the reasons why tourists choose to stay longer in the city of Prizren, 
which increases the city’s tourism potential. This event also encourages locals to 
stay and spend their money in Prizren, rather than traveling outside of the 
region. 
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  Photo 30: Doku fest                                                         

 Photo 31: Doku fest 

 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the analysis of cultural and religious objects and events held in Prizren 
throughout the year, we can say that the tourism potential of Prizren is large, As 
the traditional and historical center of Kosovo, the city is able to offer a range of 
events with significant economic benefits for the country as a whole. 

There is a Directorate for Economic and Tourism Development in Prizren, 
where we have been informed that the number of tourists in the city is increasing 
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every year. The biggest contributor to this is the documentary and short film 
festival - DokuFest, which has been contributing to Prizren's image as a tourist 
magnet for several years. 

The Director for Economic and Tourism Development states that about 35 
cultural, historical and religious monuments in Prizren and natural beauties in 
the surrounding area have been certified as prime tourist attractions. We are also 
working on editing a web page that will allow the present all the attractions that 
Prizren has to offer. However, tourist organizations are still not doing the right 
thing when it comes to promoting Prizren. 

In the future, focus should be placed on increasing the promotion of Prizren as a 
place for tourism and building capacity in the city’s tourism organization. The 
training of tour guides and tourist organizations is underway, but this is just one 
step towards integrating all the components, in order to allow visitors a 
meaningful stay in Prizren. 
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